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A new opportunity… 

• Free Sustainable Libraries Initiative membership for all Members

• Discount on the Sustainable Library Certification Program



Sustainable Libraries Initiative 

Launched in 2015 as a community of practice 

for library leaders interested in addressing 

issues related to climate change, community 

resilience and securing a vital, vibrant, and 

visible place in the community/on 

campuses/in schools for libraries. 
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Sustainable Libraries

✔Strong & Authentic Institutions that live their values out loud

✔Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✔Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GhG)

✔Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



“You've got to think about big things while 

you're doing small things, so that all the 

small things go in the right direction.”

-Alvin Toffler , futurist 



How to create systemic change?



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



20% Discount 
for individual libraries

25% Discount 
for cohorts from your state



Sustainable Library 

Certification Program

● Step-by-Step Format

● Guidance from a Mentor

● Built-in Resources

● Community of Practice



School Librarians

• Partnerships & Community Involvement

• Leading Beyond the Library

• Social Equity & Resiliency

• Standards & Curriculum

• Collections







CO2 Calculator





Telling Your Library’s Story

• Library  web site, newsletter, social media, annual report

• Reflection Questions & Data Points

• Networking in Your Community

• Final Presentation

• SLI Ambassador to your Peers: Mentor & Presenter 



Your Mentor

• Led their own library through the SLCP

• Provides Advice & Support

• Helps you “Right-Size” Expectations

• Is your Cheerleader!



Growing Community of Practice 

130+ libraries 
across the U.S. and Canada 

are enrolled in the 

Sustainable Library Certification Program

(250 libraries in the membership)



Connect with Others

• Monthly Meet-up

• Listservs by Library Type

• Facebook Group

• Live Webinars Quarterly 

• Conference Hangouts

Team SLI at LLX in Baltimore (2024)



Benefits of Certification

● A Path Forward

● Reflective Process

● Step-by-Step Transformation

● Community of Practice

● Professional Development and Engagement

● Partnerships for Collective Impact

● Raise the Profile of the Library as a Recognized 

Leader on the topic of Climate Action and 

Community Resilience 



Getting Started

At your library:

● Education for Key Stakeholders

● Understand: This is work. But not always 
“new” work.

● Form your 1st Generation Sustainability Team

With the Certification Program:
● Contact the Sustainable Libraries Initiative

● Web Site Orientation

● Meet Your Mentor

● Staff Survey

● Form 2nd Generation Team

● Rank the Actions in each Section:
○ What have you already completed?
○ What is in progress?
○ What is brand new to your library that will 

require a strategy?

● Build Your Plan

● Come to the Monthly Meet-Ups



It’s a journey, not a destination. 









https://www.libraryoflocal.org/

• Tool Lending

• Seed Library

• Special Collections

• Food Security (Y1)

• Climate Solutions (Y2)

• Programming

• Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities







Panel Discussion



Panelists 

Cheryl Jones, Director

Mamakating Library, Wurtsboro, NY 

(Certified 2023)

Linda Meglio, Assistant Director

Harborfields Public Library, Greenlawn, NY 

(Certified 2023)



Free

• Newsletter

• Mobile App

• Webinars

• Resources

• Facebook Group & Instagram 

FREE FOR LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS (IA, MA, NJ, NY)

• Curated Resources

• Access to On Demand Training

• Vendor and Program Ideas

• American Library Association - SLI eCourse (July 2024)

Sustainable Library Certification Program

• Online Dashboard to Track Action Items

• CO2 Calculator

• Example policies, program ideas, and more

• Assigned Mentor

• Meet Ups with others in the Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org
20% - 25% 
Discount
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